
 

         Board Meeting 
         January 15, 2008 
 
Present: Pam Remis,  Liz Hochberger, Karen Packman, Georgia Argyrople, Pam Foster, 
Denise McGeeough, Ellen Livingston, Margot Geffen, Diane Anderson, Wendy McCabe, 
Bing Brown, Marilyn Hirsch, Suzanne Lenox, Allison Elvekrog, Jean Arturi, Beverly 
Tam, Beth Keane, Damita Thompson, Maryanne Rogers, Jonathan White, Diane 
Douglas, Suzie Reeves,  Rochelle Nemrow, Pam Bator, Pamela Jacobson 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
 
OPENING BUSINESS:  
Minutes from December 07 were unanimously approved.   
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: No Report 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: No Official Report  
Alan was unable to attend so Pam mentioned a few events that have happened in the last 
month and the appointment of a new menÕs lacrosse coach and womenÕs tennis coach at 
the high school. 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: Maryanne Rogers 
The Budget has been presented and it is an iterative process. The Weston Town Budget 
and the School Budget are presented together.  If the budgets exceed the previous yearÕs 
budget by 2.5% or more than the budget needs to be approved at Town Meeting and 
through a town election.  The School budget was $29.8 million dollars and is the second 
lowest budget presented in the past eight years.  There are many items that kept this 
budget at this level including the consolidation of the town and school technologies and 
facilities.  Enrollment is currently flat with a decrease in the elementary age and increase 
a high and middle school ages.  We have a level service budget.  The budget includes the 
addition of a new teacher at the high school.  Full day Kindergarten is still under 
consideration and should be budget neutral due to a state grant that would fund this 
change. There are many meeting scheduled around the school budget.  There are two 
morning meetings in January (Jan 28th and Jan 31st) at 8:00 am.  On February 11th the 
budget committee will make its recommendation to the School Committee and the budget 
will be voted upon in March.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Old Business  
No report.   
 
New Business: Gospel Jubilee 
The Gospel Jubilee was a huge success and Sheila Burkus wanted to express her gratitude 
to the PTO Board for its help with refreshments after the event. 



 

Nominating Committee 
The nomination committee has been formed and its members are: 
Kathy Cramer, Chair 
Kate Brewer- Teacher Rep 
Karen Packman, Ellen Livingston, Rose Hattabough, Alison Braunstein, Lesley Fligor, 
Sandy Honeyman, Tona White 
 
Weston Parent Coalition 
Jeff Cone has approached Pam regarding potential funding for an upcoming forum.  Pam 
has asked the Board to think about whether or not it wants to fund this organization.  This 
is currently an unbudgeted item. 
 
FACUTLY ANNOUNCEMENTS: Pam Bator 
The faculty at Woodland would like to thank the creative arts and science councils and 
WEEFC for bringing such wonderful programs to the school, including Giles LaRoche, 
Lynn Littlefield Hoopes, and Lucinda Landon, and the Mix it Up program. We would 
also like to thank the PTO for the cookie exchange and the incredible help with the 
emergency release day in December.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
CALENDAR: Allison Elvekrog 
Pam, Jean and I met with Cheryl Maloney to discuss the need to improve the student 
directory data collection and updating process.  We reviewed the many challenges that 
we encountered this summer and made many recommendations.  Cheryl listened 
carefully and said that she would do some investigating and get back to us. 
 
Last week she sent Jean and I an email letting me know that she had met with Cindy 
Mahr and Diane Kaskon to discuss the database issues and that they are exploring a 
variety of solutions including correcting the current data base and developing an ongoing 
way to deal with cleaning up the data. She said that she will get back to us once they have 
finalized some of these initiatives. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Sharon Buenaventura 
The one day sale was fairly successful despite the very wet weather we experienced last 
Friday.  Total sales were $110 (20 calendars at $5 plus $10 donation).  This leaves a 
balance of approximately 30 calendars from the total of 2200 that were ordered for this 
year. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Georgia Argyrople 
The Outreach Committee is launching a new initiative this January.  Beginning on 
January 23rd, the Committee will collect for Cradles to Crayons in the Woodland, 
Country and Field Schools.  Cradles to Crayons is an organization that collects and 



 

distributes children's clothing, toys and school supplies to homeless children living in 
Massachusetts.  A recent statistic stated that the number of homeless children in our state 
alone is 40,000. 
  
The Committee will ask parents to drop off baby items and clothing at the Country and 
Woodland Schools.  We will ask that school supplies be brought to the Field School.  
The Cradles to Crayons collection drive will run from Wednesday, January 23 - Tuesday, 
February 5th.  Any questions should be addressed to Georgia Argyrople or Pamela 
Foster.     
  
The Outreach Committee would also like to thank the Field School families for their 
additional contributions to Bristol Lodge.  Due to the outpouring of support at the Field 
School in November, a December Food Drive was held to assist Bristol Lodge families 
during the Winter holidays. 
 
WESTWORD: Suzanne Lenox 
Everything is going well and nothing new to report. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL: Report read by Karen Packman for Marcy Pomerance 
Highlights for this past month include: 
 
2/14 Continued planning to invite both the HS and MS community to hear Bill Littlefield 
of NPRÕs ItÕs Only A Game speak on February 14, at the monthly PTO meeting. 
 
1/11 Hugely successful Friday night entertainment with hypnotist Mike Grady. Nearly 
500 people from throughout the community were in attendance. 
 
12/20 Thirteen college Freshman returned to talk to parents and current students about 
their experiences after WHS. All reported to be happy (very happy) in their new 
environments, which ranged from small NE colleges to USC and U Iowa, and reported to 
have been very well prepared academically for college work as compared to their peers. 
 
Continued planning for Career Day, community service project, trips to Frog Pond, for 
Special Olympics on 2/10 and more. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL: Wendy McCabe 
January 24th John Gibbons and Rebeccalyn Mahoney will be having transition meetings 
for parents, grade 6 to 7 and grade 7 to 8. 

 
Planning for Washington, DC is on going and students are preparing for Costa Rica. 

 



 

My co-chair Katie has been working tirelessly on a FAQ list to be included on the new 
web site and mailed home in summer packages touching on information for new students 
to the Middle School. 
 
FIELD SCHOOL: Diane Anderson 
In December the PTO and the parents put together holiday gift baskets for the Field 
School staff - This was very well received. 
  
A Principal's Dessert will be held tomorrow night, January 16 at 7:00.  This will be a 
chance for parents to get together with Matt Lucey in an informal setting to ask questions 
and give feedback. 
  
The Field School Book Fair which raises funds for the Kassiisi School in Uganda is 
coming up on Friday, January 25.  Book donations for all ages are being collected now 
and are greatly appreciated.  We also ask that parents remember to send their child to 
school with some spending money on the 25th so they can shop at the Fair! 
  
We are now getting to work on planning the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon which will 
be held on March 13. 
 
COUNTRY SCHOOL: Denise McGeeough 
Country School had our teacher and staff "cookie exchange" on December 12th and it 
was a huge success. The following week we had our winter concerts and those also went 
smoothly. 
January is a pretty quiet month at Country School but we do have a visit from Pat 
Jacobs, our K-5 Science and Social Studies Specialist to do the Mix it Up Presentation 
with the third grade this Thursday and Friday.  Lucinda Landon, author of the Meg 
Mackintosh mystery series is also coming on January 23 to speak to the third grade on 
how to write a mystery- thanks WEEFC! 
 
WOODLAND SCHOOL: Ellen Livingston 
The 5th annual Woodland School Cookie Exchange was held on Monday, December 
17th.  We had an incredible display of baked goods, of which the faculty and staff 
devoured! It was a great success. 
 
Our Winter Concert was held on Tuesday, December 18th, in the Woodland gym, always 
a crowd pleaser. 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
January 24th - Kindergarten Forum 
January 25th Ð 3rd grade poetry breakfast  



 

 
CREATIVE ARTS: Marilyn Hirsch 
Creative Arts brought numerous authors and illustrators to the schools in December as 
part of the Wordfest program, and also sponsored several school wide performances.  
 
Country, Woodland, and Field schools were active with Wordfest authors in December. 
Country School hosted author/illustrator Giles Laroche and local Weston author Jamie 
Harper, who filled in for Grace Lin on short notice and was a tremendous hit with 
students and teachers alike. (Grace Lin temporarily curtailed her school visits due to her 
husbandÕs recent death.) Field School hosted Alaskan author Debbie Miller, who was 
also a bit hit. 
 
At the High School, artist Thomas Burns began his residency, which will culminate in a 
canvas mural to be completed in March. Thomas met several times with students to 
generate ideas and designs for the mural, including concepts for the students to 
photograph in their neighborhoods and other areas outside of school.  
 
At the Middle School, the Fine Arts Council decided that the Theatre Espresso program 
brought in by Creative Arts this year for 8th graders would become a regular feature of 
their calendar. As such, the planning and coordination of ÒUprising on King StreetÓ will 
now fall to the Middle School itself. 
 
The committee is finalizing programs for the end of this year at all the schools, while 
continuing to preview and book performances for next year.  
 
 
SCIENCE COUNCIL: Bing Brown 
Our monthly meeting was held on Jan. 10, 2008. 
 
Per report from Dennis McCowan, Chair of the Math Dept, there is an ongoing 
evaluation by the Math department on the need to offer all freshmen an appropriately 
challenging math experience.  As observed, there are more students taking Honors 
Geometry than Honors Physics.  Dennis and other Geometry faculty members will be 
visiting Physics classes in the next month or so to help them figure out ways to offer 
appropriate math classes at the high school.  We wait to hear more updates on the next 
meeting. 
 
The next DNA class is scheduled for April 18th.  There will be an announcement in 
Westword for parents to sign up for the class.  The second class will be on polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR) and protein chemistry. 
 
Dan Perlman presented another remarkable lecture on biodiversity to the 7th graders on 
Jan. 7th.  He presented new video footage from his recent trip to Madagascar and Arizona.  



 

The students asked many good and interesting questions.  This was a WEEFC funded 
enrichment program. 
 
Mix It Up programs for 4th grade and Woodland 3rd grade took place in December.  
Country is scheduled for Jan. 17th and 18th.  We thank all the room parents who recruited 
parent volunteers to participate in this project. 
 
Elementary schools will be getting 40 stereoscopes, funded by WEEFC, which will 
provide a stereoscope for each class in grades 2-5.  Pat Jacobs will provide training.   
 
The council is gearing up for the upcoming Math Family Night scheduled on March 28th.  
We want to make sure there are no major event conflicts on this date.  Sharon Locke at 
the Weston Community Center is aware of this event and will reschedule the 4th grade rec 
night currently scheduled on the same night as appeared on their brochure. We will be 
using the theme of oldies songs.  There will be 9-10 stations.  We will be recruiting 
middle and high school students to facilitate each station.  We hope to have enough 
parent volunteers to help in crowd control, handing out materials and folders, food, and 
setting up and clean up.  We will publicize as early as possible to have good attendance.  
This would be a good event to provide students an environment wherein they can do 
math and enjoy it at the same time.    
 
WEBMASTERS: Beth Keane 
This week the Web Mistresses will perform year-end clean-up and database maintenance 
in preparation for the upcoming membership season in the spring.  
 
Also nearing completion is the new front-end for our website, combining PTO functions 
currently existing on the Weston Schools website with those on our membership website. 
It is currently being tested in multiple browsers as we aim to time its implementation with 
that of the new Weston Schools website. 
 
WSEPAC: Rosemary Lydon 
The only information I wanted to share was that our WSEPAC mtg scheduled for tonight 
was obviously cancelled due to the weather and it has been rescheduled for May 12th 
with the same speakers.  (Authors of the hystrical book) Details will follow.  My 
response for thoes planning to attend Monday's mtg was @40+ people. 
  
METCO: Damita Thompson 
The Gospel Jubilee was hugely successful.  On March 7th we will hold the potluck 
supper.  There will be music.  It is a great event and we hope many people will attend.  
 
WEEFC: Suzie Reeves 
WEEFC has funded over $300,000.00 in grants.  We are also at an all time high for 
donors.   Again, we are fortunate to live in a community where the staff and 



 

administration, PTO and WEEFC work so closely together to bring incredible resources 
to our students and faculty.  We will have an opening for a new board member on 
WEEFC for the upcoming year.  Spring Sprint is May 8th and we will need many 
volunteers. 
 
WCCA: Diane Douglas 
Here is whatÕs up with the WCCA: 
 
Parent Ed. is teaming up with the Council on Aging this Thursday, 1/17 at 7:30 pm.  The 
discussion/workshop is about getting prepared for our aging parents.  The topic will cover 
the full range of elder care including documents to have in order, healthcare, future 
housing needs, finances, property and income taxes, etc.  An elder law atty and a clinical 
social worker will lead the discussion. 
  
WCCA Pancake Breakfast is Sat. 1/26 from 8:30 Ð 10:30 am at the HS. 
 
Outreach Toiletry Drive for the women and children of SandraÕs Lodge begins Feb. 4th Ð 
Feb. 15th.  Drop off items in designated bins at Rec. Center. 



 

LWV- Rochelle Nemrow 
LWV registered 22 students at the High School. 
 
March 5th the LWV will hold a morning coffee about Affordable Housing in Weston. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 


