
PTO Board Meeting 
March 12, 2008 
 
Present:  Pam Remis, Liz Hochberger, Kay Wynant, Katie Phaneuf, Wendy McCabe, 
Mary Ellen Sykes, Ellen Livingston, Alicia Salkewicz, Bing Brown, Beverly Tam, Diane 
Anderson, Georgia Argyrople, Madelaine Kenyon, B.J. Devlin, Suzie Reeves, Maryanne 
Rogers, Cheryl Maloney, Alan Oliff,  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:20am. 
 
Opening Business:  The minutes from the February 12th meeting were unanimously 
approved.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Kay Wynant 
We are currently financially sound.  Please submit receipts and think about next yearsÕ 
budget requests. 
 
Superintendent’s Report:  Alan Oliff thanked the PTO in advance for the upcoming 
teachersÕ luncheon on March 24th.  AlanÕs trip to China was a huge success.  He hopes to 
begin a student exchange program with the school that hosted him.  A foreign exchange 
proposal will be presented at the next school committee meeting at the end of the month.  
The Field School welcomed Matt Lucey as their new principal.  A new athletic director 
was announced: Mr. Chris Aufiero formerly of Bedford High School. Currently a search 
is being conducted for an Assistant Superintendent.   
The Metco Pot Luck was a success. We are looking forward to ÒAsia NightÓ on March 
14th.  
 
School Committee’s Report:  Maryanne Rodgers thanked all those PTO members who 
kindly hosted the Kindergarten forum at Country School.  The next forum will be March 
17th at the Woodland School. There seems to be much interest in the adoption of 
increased Kindergarten, so the school committee would like to weigh all concerns in this 
matter.  Maryanne explained that the curriculum is not increasing, just the number of 
hours in which to cover the curriculum.  There will be a vote on March 24th.  
They will also be discussing the future exchange program on March 24th.  Other business 
the school committee is looking into includes: building needs of the High School and 
Middle School, any concerns with the safety of the new turf fields, the start of the 
Alphabet Field project.  *M adelaine Kenyon told Maryanne that the Alphabet Field was 
needed for the Country SchoolÕs field day so that should be noted when deciding on a 
start date for a new field. 
 
Legal Council:  no report 
 
 
 
President’s Report:  Pam talked about the transitioning that is taking place with SPARK 
becoming the new Parent Education arm of the PTO.  Connie Bendetson has already 



lined up speakers for the spring.  Jonathan White is working on any legal issues 
pertaining to funding, name, etc.  Connie is going to be finding speakers that address 
issues for all age groups.  Connie will give a more detailed report at the next board 
meeting. 
 
New Business:   

1. Debbie Shein-Gerson (math specialist for the elementary schools) gave a 
presentation about the upcoming Math Night for 3rd-5th graders.  She explained 
about the different stations around the Field School gym that would let students 
experience Òreal worldÓ math through games and brain teasers.  Debbie and Bing 
Brown are expecting a large crowd.  It was suggested that they emphasize the no 
sibling policy in any upcoming publications due to the limited size of the venue. 

2. Maryanne Rodgers reiterated the purpose of the Kindergarten Forums was to hear 
all the concerns of numerous members of the community so the school committee 
can address these issues at the March 24th vote. 

3. The SuperintendentÕs Office has asked the PTO to create a student exchange 
committee as part of the PTO board.  They would like to reignite the passion for 
the foreign exchange program at Weston High School.  They are prepared to start 
this September with 4 Ð 6 students from China, 1 from Brazil, and 1 from France.  
This will also be discussed at the upcoming School Committee meeting on March 
24th. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
CALENDAR:  Allison Elvekrog 

¥ I have shot an email to Jonathan White reminding him that he was going to redraft 
the language for Section 3: Request to Add a Second Address of the Student 
Directory Form.   We agreed that this year in an effort to improve the form and 
make our life easier, we will shift the burden of proof from the secondary parent 
to the primary parent. It is far simpler (and requires less paperwork) to require 
that the primary parent prove that the shared custody status has changed, rather 
than that the secondary parent prove annually that is has not changed.  I have not 
yet heard back from him or seen new language.  As soon as I do, I will update the 
form and send it to both of you and Jonathan for final approval prior to making it 
available on the website.  

¥ Jean and Kim Costello will be distributing $25 gift checks on Thursday to 7 
school administrators to say thank you again for your continued calendar support, 
and to introduce themselves in person as the new team to be reckoned with for the 
summer.  The administrators are: Janet Bohlin, Lisa Hollis (HR), Diane Kaskon 
(HS), Danette Alamanos (MS) Sandy Bergin (FS), Diane Sears (CS), and Mary 
Gallagher (WS).  

¥ This Friday, 3/14, Jean and I are hopefully meeting with Ilene Horowitz to see in 
person how she utilizes InDesign to create the calendar, and to discuss the project 
for the summer.  Alicia Salkewicz was unable to join us, so she will provide us 
with a list of questions for Ilene to bring to the meeting.  

 



MEMBERSHIP:  Sharon Buenaventura 
Nothing new to report  
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Georgia Argyrople 
After the very successful Cradles to Crayons collection drive, the Outreach Committee is 
planning another effort.  Collections for The Buddy Dog Humane Society, located in 
Sudbury, MA, will begin in April.  Please begin saving newspapers, old blankets, 
towels, dog and cat treats and grooming supplies. 
The items will be collected at the Country, Woodland and Field Schools.  Stay tuned. 
  
Additionally, the Outreach Committee will continue its work on the Community Services 
Directory initially begun in September.   It is our hope that the Directory 
will provide assistance and direction to middle  and high school students so their 
community service efforts are most productive. 
  
 
WESTWORD:  Carolyn Korbin 
No Report 
 
HIGH SCHOOL:  Marcy Pomerance 
 
Highlights for the month include: 
 
February 10, the Senior and Freshman classes hosted our biggest Special Olympics ever, 
24 teams competed in our schools, and went off without a hitch. Other community 
service projects include the Junior classÕ management of the 9/11 flag plantings on Town 
Green. They have just spent a day maintaining the flags, and are glad to make this a 
school/town event. 
 
February 14, Bill Littlefield of NPRÕs Only A Game addressed a full audience at our 
monthly parent ed meeting, making us both laugh and think about our kids in sports. 
 
March 13, high school nurse, Kathy Becker, and Weston Police Officer Keith Kasprzak 
will address an audience of high school and middle school parents on drug and alcohol 
concerns, from their in-the-trenches perspective.  
 
April 2, Career Day at the High School. Over 150 professionals will discuss their careers 
Ð doctors, teachers, scientists, lawyers, businessmen, artists, etc. will present through the 
morning. HS students have read bios of everyone coming, and have chosen speaker 
sessions to attend. A bi-annual high school event with a cast of thousands. 
 
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL:  Wendy McCabe 

 
The Costa Rica trip was a great success, despite some weather and flu issues. 



 
The Middle School will be hosting itÕs annual Art Show on March 26th from 7-9. Earlier 
that day the 7th Grade will be having itÕs 2nd annual ice cream social. This event was 
conceived of last year to give the 7th graders a social event of their own. There will be ice 
cream and raffle prizes with donations going to a charity, not decided upon as yet. Most 
likely the charity will be the Kasisi School. 
The new Web Site is due to go live this Saturday. The newly created Middle School 
FAQÕs will have a link from the Middle School page. Thanks to Katie Phaneuf for all her 
hard work on those. 
MCAS testing will start in the next 2 weeks. 
We are looking into the possibility of using a program with Staples for ordering school 
supplies. The supplies would be packaged specifically for each gradeÕs needs and parents 
could order a complete package that would be delivered, instead of making multiple trips 
to Staples. 

 
 

FIELD SCHOOL:  Diane Anderson 
The Principal's Breakfast on 2/28 was well attended and very successful. 
  
The Staff Appreciation Luncheon will take place tomorrow.  The theme is Spanish Tapas. 
  
We are delighted by the news that Matt Lucey will be continuing as principal next year!! 
  
 
COUNTRY SCHOOL:  Madelaine Kenyon 
The Country School Council sent out a survey last week through Survey Monkey asking 
all parents to rate and comment on concerns gathered from parents in the fall. So far, we 
have had a great response rate and will to use our responses to formulate a school 
improvement plan in May as well as determine longe range goals for Country School. 
 
Beth Pendery's Third Grade Class, through a grant from WEEFC, put on a production 
called "Greeting the Sun". Mrs Pendery had the help of Revels, a non-profit performing 
arts company, who wrote the script and helped the kids with acting techniques. The 
production was really great and and was a wonderful opportunity for the kids to 
experience the theater and work together. 
 
The Teacher and Staff Appreciation Lunch is all set with the help again from parent set 
designer, Maria Park and caterer, Trish Scozzafava. This year the theme is 'A Taste of 
Japan' and will take place on Wednesday, March 19th in the library. This year each grade 
is doing a craft or something to contribute to the lunch. The teachers are really looking 
forward to it. 
 
 
 
WOODLAND SCHOOL:  Ellen Livingston 
 



The third grade parent forum was held on February 29th to explain SMART, the program 
to teach test-taking skills. (It stands for Students Mastering the Art of Rigorous 
Thinking.)  Test taking strategies are presented to the third graders two times a week for 
the month preceding the initial MCAS exams. There were over 50 parents in attendance. 
 
The Food Play was presented to the whole school on Thursday, March 6th.  The focus of 
the play was learning about healthy eating and healthy snacks. The whole school 
community enjoyed the presentation and it is certainly an education we can all benefit 
from. 
 
We are in full swing, preparing for our Staff Appreciation luncheon on Thursday, March 
13th.  
  

 
CREATIVE ARTS:  Michelle Avery/Marilyn Hirsch 
In Februrary, Wordfest brought author Jack Gantos to the Middle  SchoolÕs 6th grade, and 
had the opportunity to sponsor poet Sam Cornish at the High School. At the Field School, 
Allen Kurzweil returned this year to the fourth grade. 
 
The mural project at the High School has entered the painting phase, with many students 
participating. Rumor has it that they didnÕt have enough paint brushes one day for the 
number of students who wanted to paint,!  Also at the High School, political cartoonist 
Dave Granlund presented to the journalism class to and met with great enthusiasm from 
the students.   
 
The first joint Science Council/Creative Arts program occurred at Country and Woodland 
Schools with the Emmy-award winning nutrition show Foodplay. Kids and teachers all 
enjoyed the program and learned a great deal about healthy eating.  
 
Previewing continues for all schools. We saw the new production of MLK: Amazing 
Grace featuring new actresses in place of Valerie Tutson. We loved it. We also saw a 
couple of less impressive elementary performances that we rejected. We are in the 
process of booking for next year, and feel confident that the line-up at each school will 
again be terrific. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SCIENCE COUNCIL:  Bing Brown 
 
The High School Math Team took first place for medium-sized MassachusettsÕs schools 
and has been invited for championship meet on April 6th.  Fractal Fair at the high school 



library on February 29th was a success. There were 60 participants involved in the   
exhibition that ranged in applications of fractals in mathematics, science, and art.   
 
Tenth grade high school students of the Introduction to DNA class experienced a whole 
day visit at Boston University Medical School laboratory and facilities.  The students 
performed their experiments using DNA samples provided to solve a mock-up crime 
situation.  They solved the mystery at the end of the day. 
 
Students of the Anatomy and Physiology class had a memorable visit from Dr. Jenny 
Freeman who is a Pediatric Cardiology surgeon.  Aside from listening to an informative 
lecture, the students watched video of intricate and complex pediatric heart surgery 
including those performed in premature infants.  Larry Murphy reported high level of 
enthusiasm among the students. 
 
Peter Bloom is returning to the middle school on March 13th with Domino Physics.   All 
middle school students are invited to participate.  Peter Bloom is bringing his stock of 
over 4,000 dominos and a vast array of other materials to provide students with an 
opportunity to explore several scientific principles through domino chaining. Students 
will work in small teams to construct a portion of a giant, interconnected domino Òmega-
chainÓ, testing, debugging and predicting as they work on their portion of the chain. The 
highlight of the class comes at the end of the session when the Òmega-chainÓ is 
ÒdeployedÓ. 
 
Galileo, the Starry Messenger, completed his visit at Country and Woodland on Feb. 7th 
and 8th, respectively.  Tadpoles will be arriving soon for the KindergartenÕs Live Animal 
unit.  NHS students will deliver pond water to Country School to stock the tanks for the 
tadpoles.   
 
Pat Jacobs will be doing MCAS Science review for 5th grade.  Mix-It-Up lip balm 
experiments for 5th graders coming up on March 17-20.   
 
Math Family Night is on March 28, 6-8 pm.  This event will allow grades 3-5 students to 
explore mathematical ideas, concepts, and skills in a fun, interactive and hands-on ways 
alongside with their parents. We request rsvps by March 21st at ptomath@yahoo.com. 
There will be pizza, desert and drinks available for purchase.  We ask parents who are 
interested in volunteering to contact Bing Brown at bing.brown@comcast.net or 781-
647-7660. 
 
Reminder of future events:  Science Symposium date has been changed to May 27th and 
DNA class for parents will be on April 17th and 18th.   
 
 
 
WEBMASTERS:  Beth Keene/Alicia Salkewicz 



The web masters are getting ready for the new membership season which will begin on 
May 1st.  They are working with the calendar crew.  They are also working on updating 
the website to give it a new look.  
 
WSEPAC:  Rosemary Lydon 
No new report. 
 
WEEFC:  Suzie Reeves 
No new report. 
 
LWV:  Rochelle Nemrow 
No new report. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:40 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


