PTO Boad Meeting
March 12,2008

Present. Pam Remis, Liz Hochbeger, Kay Wynant, Katie Phaneuf, Wendy McCabe,
Mary Ellen Sykes, Ellen Livinggon, Alicia Salkewicz, Bing Brown, Beverly Tam, Diane
Andeason, Georgia Argyrople, Maddaine Kenyon B.J. Devlin, Suzie Reeves, Maryanne
Roges, Cheyl Maonegy, Alan Oliff,

Themeeting was called to order at 9:20an.

Opening Business: Theminutes from the February 12" meeting were unanimoudy
approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Kay Wynant ~
We are currently finandally sound. Please submit receipts and think aboutnext yearsO
budgé requests.

Superintendent’s Report: Alan Oliff thanked thePTO in advance for theupaoming
teachersOluncheon on March 24", Alan®trip to Chinawas a hugesuccess. He hopesto
begin a student exchangeprogram with the school tha hoded him. A foreignexchange
proposl will be presented at the next school committee meeting at the end of the month.
TheField Schoolwelcomed Matt Lucey asther new principd. A new athletic director
was announ&d: Mr. Chris Aufiero formerly of Bedford High School. Currently a search
isbeng conduded for an Assistant Supeintendent.

Ththe Metco Pot Ludk was a success. We are looking forward to QAsia NightOon March
14",

School Committee’s Report: MaryanneRodge's thanked all those PTO members who
kindly hoded the Kindergarten forum at County School. The next forumwill be March
17" a the Woodland School. There seems to be much interest in the adopion of
increased Kindegarten, so the school committee would like to weigh all conaernsin this
matter. Maryanneexplained that thecurriculumisnotincreasing, jus the numbe of
hoursin which to cover the curriculum. There will bea vote on March 24",

They will also bediscussing the future exchangeprogram on March 24". Other busness
the school committee islooking into indudes: building needs of the High School and
Middle School, any concernswith the safety of the new turf fields the start of the
Alphaet Field project. *M addaine Kenyontold Maryannethat the Alphabet Field was
needed for the County School@ field day so tha should be noted when deciding ona
start date for anew field.

Legal Council: noreport

President’s Report: Pam talked aboutthetrangtioning that is taking place with SPARK
becoming the new Parent Education arm of the PTO. Connie Bendeson has already



lined up speakers for the spring. Jonahan White isworking on any legd issues
pertaining to funding, name, etc. Connieis goingto befinding speakers tha address
issuesfor all agegroups Connie will give amore ddailed report at the next board
meeting.

New Business:

1.

Debbie Shen-Gerson (math speciaist for theelementary schools) gave a
presentation aboutthe upaoming Math Nightfor 3°-5" graders. She explained
aboutthedifferent stationsaroundthe Field Schod gym that would let students
experience Geal worldOmath throughgames and brain teasers. Debbie and Bing
Brown are expecting alarge crowd. It was suggested tha they emphasize theno
sibling policy in any upcoming pulicationsdueto thelimited size of the venue
MaryanneRodges reiterated the purmpo< of the Kindergarten Forums was to hear
all the concerns of numerousmembers of the community so the school committee
can address these issues at the March 24" vote.

The Supaintendent@ Office has asked the PTO to create a student exchange
committee as pat of thePTO boad. They would like to reignite the passion for
theforeign exchangeprogram at Weston High School. They are prepared to start
this September with 4 B6 students from China, 1 from Brazil, and 1 from France.
Thth will also bediscussed at the upaoming School Committee meeting on March
24",

COMMITTEE REPORTS

CALENDAR: Allison Elvekrog

¥

| have shotan email to Jonathan White reminding him tha hewas going to redraft
thelanguagefor Section 3: Request to Add a Second Address of the Student
Directory Form. We agreed tha thisyear in an effort to improve theform and
make our life easier, we will shift the burden of proof from the seconday parent
to the primary parent. It isfar smpler (and requires less pgoerwork) to require
tha the primary parent provetha the shared cugody status zas changed, rather
than that the seconday parent proveannudly tha is has notchanged. | have not
yet heard back from him or seen new languaye Assoonas| do, | will updde the
form and send it to both of you and Jonahan for find approvd prior to making it
available on the webste.

Jean and Kim Cogello will bedistributing $25 gift checks on Thursday to 7
school administrators to say thank you again for your continued calenda suppot,
and to introdue themselves in person as the new team to bereckoned with for the
summer. Theadministrators are: Janet Bohlin, LisaHollis (HR), Diane Kaskon
(HS), Dandte Alamanos(MS) Sandy Bergin (FS), Diane Sears (CS), and Mary
Gallaghe (WS).

This Friday, 3/14, Jean and | are hopdully meeting with llene Horowitz to see in
person how she utilizes InDesign to create the calendar, and to discuss the project
for thesummer. Alicia Sakewicz was unable to join us so shewill provideus
with aligt of questionsfor Ileneto bring to the meeting.



MEMBERSHIP: Sharon Buenaventura
Nothing new to report

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Georgia Argyrople

After thevery successful Cradlesto Crayonscollection drive, the Outreach Committeeis
planning another effort. Collectionsfor The Buddy Dog Humane Sodiety, located in
Sudbury, MA, will begin in April. Please begin saving newspapers, old blankets,

towels, dogand cat treats and grooming supplies.

Theitemswill be collected at the County, Woodland and Field Schools. Stay tuned.

Additiondly, the Outreach Committee will continue its work onthe Community Services
Directory initially begunin September. It isour hopetha the Directory

will provideassistance and directionto middle and high school students so ther
community service efforts are mog produdive.

WESTWORD: Carolyn Korbin
No Report

HIGH SCHOOL: Marcy Pomerance
Highlights for themonth indude

February 10, the Senior and Freshman classes hoged our biggest Special Olympics ever,
24 teams competed in our schools, and went off withouta hitch. Othe community
service projects indudethe Junior classOmanagement of the 9/11 flag plantingson Town
Green. They have jug spent aday maintaining theflags, and are glad to make thisa
schooltown event.

February 14, Bill Littlefield of NPRGS Only 4 Game addressed a full audience at our
monthly parent ed meeting, making usboth laughand think aboutour kidsin sports.

March 13, high school nurse, Kathy Becker, and Weston Police Officer Keith Kasprzak
will address an audience of high school and midde school parents on drug and acohol
concerns fromthar in-thetrenches perspective.

April 2, Career Day at the High School. Over 150 professionds will discusstheir careers
Ddodors, teachers, scientists, lawyers, busnessmen, artists, etc. will present throughthe

morning. HS students have read bios of everyonecoming, and have chosen speaker
sessionsto attend. A bi-annud high school event with a cast of thousands

MIDDLE SCHOOL: Wendy McCabe

TheCoda Ricatrip was a great success, despite some weather and flu issues.



TheMiddle Schoolwill behoging it& annud Art Show on March 26" from 7-9. Earlier
that day the 7" Gradewill be havingit® 2" annud ice cream sodal. This event was
conceived of last year to give the 7" graders a sodal event of ther own. There will beice
cream and raffle prizes with dondionsgoingto a charity, nat decided uponas yet. Mogt
likely the charity will betheKasis School.

Thenew Web Siteisdueto golive this Saturday. The newly created Middle School
FAQG will have alink fromthe Middle School page Thanksto Katie Phaneuf for al her
hard work ontho<.

MCAS testing will start in the next 2 weeks.

We are looking into the possibility of usng a program with Staples for ordering school
supplies. The supplies would be packaged specifically for each grade@ needs and parents
could order acomplete packagetha would be ddivered, ingead of making multiple trips
to Staples.

FIELD SCHOOL: Diane Anderson
ThePrindpd's Breakfast on 2/28 was well attended and very successful.

The Staff Appreciation Luncheon will take place tomorrow. Thethemeis Spanish Tapas.

We are ddighted by the news tha Matt Lucey will be continuing as principd next year!!

COUNTRY SCHOOL: Madelaine Kenyon

The County School Coundl sent outa survey last week throughSurvey Monkey asking
all parentsto rate and comment on concernsgahered from parentsin thefall. So far, we
have had a great response rate and will to use our responss to formulate a school
improvement plan in May as well as deerminelongerangegods for County School.

Beth Pendey's Third Grade Class, througha grant from WEEFC, puton a produdion
called "Greeting the Sun”. Mrs Penday had the hdp of Revels, anon-profit peforming
arts company, who wrote the script and hd ped thekidswith acting techniques. The
produdion was really great and and was a wondeful oppotunity for thekidsto
expeience thetheater and work togeher.

The Teache and Staff Appreciation Lundhisal set with thehdp again from parent set
designa, Maria Park and caterer, Trish Scozzafava. This year thethemeis'A Taste of
Japan' and will take place on Wednesday, March 19th in thelibrary. This year each grade
isdoing a craft or something to contribute to thelunch. Theteachers are really looking
forward to it.

WOODLAND SCHOOL: Ellen Livingston



Thethird grade parent forum was hdd on February 29th to explain SMART, the program
to teach test-taking skills. (It stands for Students Mastering the Art of Rigorous
Thinking) Test taking strategies are presented to the third graders two times a week for
themonth preceding theinitial MCAS exams. There were over 50 parents in attendance.

The Food Play was presented to the whole school on Thursday, March 6". The focus of
the play was learning about hedlthy eating and hedthy snacks. The whaoe school
community enjoyed the presentation and it is certainly an education we can al benefit
from.

We are in full swing, preparing for our Staff Appreciation luncheon on Thursday, March
13th.

CREATIVE ARTS: Michelle Avery/Marilyn Hirsch

In Februrary, Wordfest broughtauthor Jack Gantosto the Middle School® 6" grade, and
had the oppottunity to sponr poe Sam Cornish a the High School. At theField School,
Allen Kurzweil returned this year to thefourth grade,

Themural project at the High School has entered the painting phase, with many students
paticipaing. Rumor has it tha they didn®have enoughpaint brushes oneday for the
number of students who wanted to pant,! Also at the High School, political cartoonist
Dave Granlund presented to thejoumdism class to and met with great enthugasm from
the students.

Thefirgt joint Science Coundl/Creative Arts program occurred at County and Woodland
Schools with the Emmy-award winning nutrition show Foodphby. Kidsand teachers all
enjoyed the program and learned a great deal abouthedlthy eating.

Previewing continues for all schools. We saw the new produdion of MLK: Amazing
Grace featuring new actresses in place of Valerie Tutson. We loved it. We also saw a
couple of lessimpressive elementary performances that we rejected. We arein the
process of booking for next year, and feel confident tha theline-up at each school will
agan beterrific.

SCIENCE COUNCIL: Bing Brown

TheHigh School Math Team took first place for medium-sized Massachusetts® schools
and has been invited for championship meet on April 6". Fracta Fair at the high school



library on February 29" was a success. There were 60 participantsinvoved in the
exhibition tha ranged in applicationsof fractals in mathematics, science, and art.

Tenth grade high school students of the Introdudion to DNA class experienced awhole
day visit at Bogon University Medical Schoollaboratory andfacilities. Thestudents
performed thar experiments usng DNA samples provided to solve amock-up crime
situaion. They solved themystery at theend of the day.

Students of the Anatomy and Physology class had a memorable visit from Dr. Jenny
Freeman who is a Pediatric Cardiology surgeon. Aside from listening to an informative
lecture, the students watched video of intricate and complex pediatric heart surgery
induding those performed in premature infants. Larry Murphy reported high level of
enthusasm amongthe students.

Peter Bloomis returning to themiddle school onMarch 13" with Domino Physcs. Al
middle school students are invited to participate. Peter Bloomis bringing his stock of
ove 4,000dominosand avast array of othe materials to provide students with an
oppotunity to explore severa scientific principles throughdomino chaning. Students
will work in small teams to congruct a portion of agiant, interconnested domino Gnega:
chanQ testing, debugging and predicting as they work on ther portion of thechan. The
highlight of the class comes at the end of the session when the Gnega-chanOis
QieployedO

Galileo, the Starry Messenger, completed hisvisit at County and Woodland on Feb. 7"
and 8", respectively. Tadpoleswill bearriving soonfor the Kindegarten® Live Animal
unit. NHS students will ddiver pondwater to Country Schoolto stock thetanksfor the
tadpoles.

Pat Jacobswill be doing MCAS Science review for 5" grade Mix-1t-Up lip bdm
experiments for 5" graders coming up on March 17-20.

Math Family NightisonMarch 28, 6-8 pm. Thisevent will allow grades 3-5 students to
explore mathematical ideas, concepts, and skillsin afun, interactive and handson ways
aongsdewith their parents. We request rsvps by March 21% at ptomath@yahoo com.
There will be pizza, desert and drinksavailable for purchase. We ask paents who are
interested in volunteering to contact Bing Brown at bing.brown@comcast.net or 781-
647-7660.

Reminde of future events: Science Symposum date has been changed to May 27" and
DNA class for parents will beon April 17" and 18",

WEBMASTERS: Beth Keene/Alicia Salkewicz



Theweb masters are getting ready for the new membership season which will begin on
May 1%. They are working with the calenda crew. They are also working onupdaing
thewebgte to give it anew look.

WSEPAC: Rosemary Lydon
No new report.

WEEFC: Suzie Reeves
No new report.

LWYV: Rochelle Nemrow
No new report.

Themeeting adjourned at 10:40 am.



