
 

         Board Meeting 
         October 10, 2007 
 
Present: Pam Remis,  Liz Hochberger, Karen Packman, Madelaine Kenyon, Ellen 
Livingston, Margot Geffen, Diane Anderson, Shannon Burrow, Katie Phaneuf, Marcy 
Pomerance, Mary Ellen Sikes, Marilyn Hirsch, Carolyn Korbin, Allison Elvekrog, Jean 
Arturi, Beverly Tam, Sharon Buenaventura, Georgia Argyrople, Pamela Foster, Alicia 
Salkewicz, Damita Thompson, Maryanne Rogers, Diane Douglas  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m. 
 
OPENING BUSINESS: Minutes from September 2007 were unanimously approved.   
 
TREASURERÕS REPORT: No Report 
 
SUPERINTENDENTÕS REPORT: No Report  
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT: No Report 
 
PRESIDENTÕS REPORT: Old Business The PTO Board unanimously approved to 
now call SPARK, PTO Parent’s Education Program.   
 
New Business: Jeff Cone, Weston Parent Connection (WPC) 
The Weston Parent Connection was established in November 2006.  It was formed after 
the Junior Class met with the high school administration to discuss risky behavior.  The 
WPC is a vehicle for parents to communicate with each other.   
 
The 2007-2008 school year objectives are to focus on the parents of the Middle School 
and High School.  They have written a survey which they are hoping to send out to the 
Middle School and High School community via list-serv to identify parent’s priorities for 
the Weston Parent Connection.   
 
WPC is looking to the PTO to help increase the circulation of the survey, identify 
potential parents from each class, grades 6-12, to get involved and become part of the 
PTO to use our nonprofit status for grant writing. 
 
 
FACUTLY ANNOUNCEMENTS: No Report 
It is great to have the students back in school and we are looking forward to a wonderful 
year. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 



 

CALENDAR: Allison Elvekrog 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Sharon Buenaventura 
Since our last meeting, an additional 100 members have joined the PTO.  This includes 
24 METCO families that joined during the METCO fall kickoff meeting in September.  
The total membership is now 1045 families, a 10% increase over last year.  More 
importantly, it represents an increase of funds that may be used to support the schools! 
 
Looking forward, Beverly and I will review the calendar and seek any missed 
opportunities for events to reach out to any families we may have missed.  One group that 
comes to mind is the kindergarten group.  We will definitely look for ways to include 
them in our spring membership drive. 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Georgia Argyrople 
The Outreach Committee had another busy month planning Halloween Unicef and 
Thanksgiving Food Pantry collections as well as working on the Resource Directory.   
 
On October 26th, Unicef boxes and educational information will be distributed to the 
Field, Woodland and Country Schools.  Members of the Field School Student Council 
will visit the Country and Woodland students and speak about the importance of this 
collection.  Last year, over $5,300 was raised.  This year, the goal is $6,000.  The boxes 
should be returned to the homeroom teachers by Nov 7th. 
 
On Nov. 9th, Dick Rogers, head of the food pantry at Bristol Lodge in Waltham, will 
speak to the Field School students on the importance of the Thanksgiving food 
collections.  This will be his first time visiting the Field School.  Dick will also speak to 
the Country and Woodland students on Nov. 21st and will collect all of the canned goods 
on that day. 
 
Another new imitative that the Community Outreach Committee will undertake is 
Cradles to Crayons.  This program collects school supplies as well as other items for 
40,000 homeless children in Massachusetts.  The timing of the drive is not set because it 
must be worked around other school initiatives.  Stay tuned. 
 
Lastly, Pamela Foster is working diligently on the Outreach Directory.  More information 
to follow soon. 
 
 WESTWORD: Carolyn Korbin 
Everything is going well.  Reminder that the grade configuration forums with be held 
October 25th at 9:00 am at Field School and October 30th at 7:00 pm at the Case House. 



 

 
HIGH SCHOOL: Marcy Pomerance 
HS had our Back-to-School Night on Wednesday, October 3, 2007. Fewer people than 
last year, attributed to the Red Sox first night of post-season play… still, hundreds of 
parents came and found their way to most of their classes. 
 
Held School Council elections, ending October 4. This year, we moved away from the 
paper ballots. Last year, out of an estimated 1000 parents at BTS Night, we received only 
55 votes. This year, we moved to an e-vote, which we created through 
surveymonkey.com, and received 245 votes. We’d like to see all the schools move to an 
e-vote, as it saves an enormous amount of time and paper, gathered an extraordinary 
number of votes and increased privacy, while maintaining anonymity. It also removes 
some of the frenzy of back-to-school night. 
 
We are co-hosting a meeting on October 11 with WMS. Athletic Trainer Andrew Rizza 
will speak, and has invited Ted Johnson and neuropsychologist Neal McGrath to speak 
with him on adolescent injuries, with a focus on the hot topic of concussions. 
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL: Wendy McCabe 
October has been a busy month at the Middle School. 
 
We had a successful opening to the school store and it is remaining open certain days 
during the week. 
 
We had a successful 7th and 8th grade BTS night and look forward to the 6th grade night 
on Oct. 11. 
 
The 6th graders had their Mt Wachusett hike on the 5th and the 7th graders have their 
Salem trip and MFA trips on the 17th and 18th. 
 
We have completed Photo Day and thanks to Leslye Fligor for coordinating the 
volunteers.  
 
We have the magazine drive beginning at the end of the month as well as fall bulb 
collection. 
 
We are still accepting applications for School Council. We have 4 positions to fill. 
 
 
FIELD SCHOOL: Diane Anderson 
Our new principal, Matt Lucey, held the first of three principal breakfasts.  This event 
was very well attended and it provided a great opportunity for parents to get to know 



 

Matt.   He also had parent forums for both 4th and 5th grade. These were also well 
attended.  Both of the Back to School Nights went smoothly.  The two open school 
council spots have been filled by Donna Hazard and Tona White 
 
COUNTRY SCHOOL: Madelaine Kenyon 
September was an extremely busy month for Country School. We had all of our Back to 
School Nights which went well despite the extreme heat in the cafetorium and upstairs 
classrooms. Our two council positions were filled by Nicole Stimpson and Roberta 
Rubin. No election was necessary. This month is just as busy with the start of our grade 
level forums. This year a teacher from each grade will be present to answer questions 
from parents on academics and homework. Our school planting day is Saturday from 9 to 
12p.m. The Provisional Garden Club has again graciously donated daffodil and tulip 
bulbs for planting.   
Families have been also asked to bring additional bulbs. 
School Picture will be taken on Monday, October 15th 
WOODLAND SCHOOL: Ellen L ivingston 
September was chock full of great events! We were thrilled that attendance was excellent 
at each one. 
 
On September 7th, we held our New Parent Coffee. There were at least 15 new families in 
attendance, all of whom were very appreciative to have been there. 
 
Our room parent orientation was held on September 17th 
 
Kindergarten and First grade held their Back to School Night on September 18th. Despite 
the water main break on Wellesley St and major accident on the Mass Pike, the night was 
very well attended. The 2nd and 3rd Grade event was held on September 25th and was 
equally successful. Parents in K-2 were greeted by school administrators and directed to 
their child’s classroom. They had the opportunity to meet the teacher, see examples of 
their child’s work, and get a brief overview of the curriculum for the upcoming year. 
Third grade parents went to the cafetorium where they were met by the third grade team 
for a presentation. Each teacher reviewed different aspects of the upcoming year, which 
included curriculum, homework, and general expectations. Parents then retuned to the 
classrooms to see their child’s work and meet their teacher. Our room parents provided 
wonderful refreshments at the end of the night. 
 
We have 3 new members on our School Council this year. Carolyn DelGizzi and Rebecca 
Stevenson filled our two-year positions. In addition, we had a one-year position (which 
was vacated by Margot Geffen due to her PTO position), which was filled by Jennifer 
Tullos. Our first meeting took place last Monday, October 4th. We reviewed business 
from last year and set goals for this upcoming year, including a fall clean up in the next 
few weeks. 
 



 

Our grade forums have begun. The 1st grade forum was held on October 2nd and the 
Kindergarten forum was held on October 9th. Both were very well attended. We will 
round out the month with the 2nd grade forum and 2 forums for 3rd grade (Math and 
Homework). 
 
This is our second year of having the pre-school in Woodland, and everyone is loving it! 
We are hosting a coffee this Friday, October 12th, in Woodland, to welcome all  pre-
school families into our community. 
 
CREATIVE ARTS: Michelle Avery/Marilyn Hirsch 
September was a very busy month for Creative Arts, with many committee members 
previewing presentations by performers for virtually every school. The committee 
remains strong and vibrant, with many new members getting right into the swing of 
previewing and helping to coordinate the performers already scheduled for each school.  
 
Wordfest author Barbara O’Connor began her residency for the fifth grade at Field 
School and was met with enthusiasm by students, teachers, and parents. Later this month 
and in November, Wordfest will present authors Suzy Kline and Lyn Littlefield Hoopes, 
as well as artist/author Giles Laroche at Woodland and Country schools. The eighth grade 
at the Middle School is readying for Theatre Espresso’s presentation of an interactive 
play on the Boston Massacre this Thursday, October 11. On October 23, New Rep 
Theatre will present “The Crucible” for  11th graders at the High School. November will 
bring famed storyteller Odds Bodkin to Woodland, Country, and the High School, as well 
as the return of the amazing marionette performance by Cashore Marionettes to the 
Middle School for an audience of fourth, fifth, and sixth graders. 
 
With so many previews in October, the committee is rapidly booking up the rest of the 
year’s calendar at all schools. 
 
SCIENCE COUNCIL: Bing Brown 
We have switched our meeting place to the Faculty Room at the High School and to an 
earlier time at 8:30 am for our meeting in October to accommodate math faculty 
participation and working parents.  The meeting was well attended and there was a 
general consensus to hold next month’s meeting at the same place and time. 
 
Dennis McCowan, head of the Mathematics Department, reported that he and Debbie 
Shein-Gerson, K-5 math specialist, submitted their response to the 2007 K-12 
Mathematics Program Review Committee’s recommendations.  The School Committee 
received the report favorably.  Dennis will be working with Debbie in recruiting high 
school students to participate in the March Math Family Night.  The math department 
wish list for speakers this year include an authority in origami as it applies to geometry, 
encryption expert, and someone to tie in math and art as is happening with the Pollock 
exhibit whereby fractal patterns can help determine if the art was done by Pollock or not.   



 

 
Larry Murphy will hold “DNA Science: Hands on for Complete Beginners-Part 1" on 
November 16th, 8 am to 12 noon.  This is a WEEFC funded pilot program to introduce 
parents to molecular and cell science.  Larry received reservation for 13 participants 
within the first few hours after the announcement in Westword came out.  It is limited to 
18 participants.   
 
Larry encouraged parents to check out the periodic table that is now in display at the high 
school near the media center.  This is a wonderful example wherein science (chemistry) 
and art collaboration work well together. 
 
David Gallo, from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, is returning this year to give a 
talk to the 7th grade in line with their Life Science curriculum.   
 
Star Watch with George Roberts for 8th grade is scheduled on October 19th.  
 
Mr. Magnet is coming on Nov. 2nd for third grade.  It will be at Country school this year.   
 
WEBMASTERS: Beth Keane/Alicia Salkewicz 
Things have been quiet since the last board meeting with the exception of an upgrade by 
our web hosting service, OLM. Unfortunately, the timing of the upgrade affected a tiny 
number of our database records. We are currently in the process of correcting these 
records and scrutinizing their accompanying financial data. We are taking extreme care in 
ensuring the integrity of our database. 
 
We are also logging a “wish list” from the Membership Chairs of possible future 
enhancements to made either by us or Alejandro Yegros. 
WSEPAC: Rosemary Lydon 
No Report 
 
 
METCO: Damita Thompson 
The Potluck was a huge success.  Eighty parents and teachers attended.  The goal of the 
meeting was to increase parent involvement.  Parents were also able to purchase PTO 
calendars.  We are also trying to get a parent to attend school committee meetings 
regularly.  The next meeting is in the last week of October.   
 
WEEFC: Suzie Reeves 
After listening to the Creative Art and Science Council reports, I was reminded that 
WEEFC has a unique relationship with the Creative Arts and Science Councils.  We are 
lucky to have such wonderful partnership with the PTO and School Committee! The 
entire Weston School Community benefits from these partnerships. 
 



 

LWV- Rochelle Nemrow 
No Report 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 
 
 


